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AT THE HELM — FALL 2007
Labor Day at the lake, and we are

missing it for the first time in years! This
year the Young/Spurgeon family is
spending this last lake holiday in San
Antonio Texas attending the wedding of
one of our nieces. It will be a great fami-
ly time, like many that have been spent
at Wawasee . . . just without the water.
The “texas girls” as we like to call broth-
er Tom’s girls have enjoyed many sum-
mers at Wawasee also. In younger years
they would come and spend many weeks
here, getting out of the hot Texas weath-
er. In later years they spent the majority
of their summers at a Texas lake (Lake
LBJ). It seems that once lake living is in
your blood it does not matter much
what lake it is, just so it is a lake! This
did not stop them from planning at least
a week or more at Wawasee most sum-
mers, and this year was no exception.

In anticipation of being gone a boat
ride the night before we left, (who needs
time to pack) was in order since we
knew that by the time we got back the
evenings will be shorter and boat rides
will be fewer. It was a perfect night with
a beautiful setting sun and at the same
time a rising full moon, both over a
quiet lake that is starting its fall rest. A
flock of geese overhead heralded the fact
that the weather will soon be cooler.
Boats will be disappearing from the
piers, going into storage until next
spring and next the piers will be gone
and the lake takes on an entirely differ-
ent look, one of a more serene beauty
than in the summer months of boats
and jet skies buzzing around like bees.
In the fall you are more likely to see the
pontoons floating by quietly enjoying
the changing colors of the leaves.  It is a
great time to be at Wawasee!

It was a busy summer for all of us at
the WPOA. We enjoyed the annual
Family Breakfast with our SLA friends.
Once again the local Kiwanis Club pro-
vided a “pancake breakfast” that not

only started the day out right but helped
them with local projects that they sup-
port. July saw one of the most spectacu-
lar fireworks shows yet! Anyone that did
not enjoy that night does not enjoy fire-
works! And in August we had a great
time at the annual dinner held at the
Family Fishing Area.

We also joined with the WACF in a
pubic meeting concerning the Conklin
Bay area. As many of you know the
WACF is looking at a proposed “quiet
zone” to protect the wetlands in that
area. The meeting was well attended,
lots of good discussion ensued and while
no decisions could be made we hope
that the WPOA involvement will help
to get the information to the people it
will effect the most, you our members.
The WPOA will continue to be an
avenue for information in this matter
and will keep you informed. At this
moment a petition has been sent to the
Department of Natural Resources by the
WACF. The process of official hearings,
fact finding, etc. is not expected to occur
until some time in 2008, this will not be
a quick process. Those of us at the
WPOA welcome your input as does the
WACF. The WPOA wants it members
to have the best information possible
before a decision is made on this project.
Each of you have a director in your
neighborhood, they need to know how
you feel about this and we look forward
to hearing from you as this progresses.

So while most of you will be soon
closing up your Wawasee homes there
are some of us that will be anticipating
the changing seasons, looking forward
Fall and then winter and the “frozen
tundra” of the lake . . . and the cycle will
begin all over at Wawasee . . .

I leave you this year with one of my
favorite sayings (it is on a towel in my
bathroom!). “If you are lucky enough to
live at the lake you are lucky enough!”

Best wishes from us all at the WPOA

for a great winter
. . . see you in
the Spring!

This year has been very active for
WPOA. Thanks goes out to fifty plus
volunteers who passed out 2600
Neighbors Directories to people
attached to the lake. The data base was
updated to include neighbors never
before listed. The WPOA/SLA Family
Breakfast was a huge success. We served
over 350 people. The art festival, the
museum tour, and the fire department
display added to the gathering. The
WPOA Independence Day Fireworks
were fantastic to say the least. New light-
ed buoys placed around the barges
added to the safety of the display. The
Lake Patrol was active and very visible.
Locating patrol boats at various loca-
tions around the lake has made possible
a quicker response. The Annual Dinner
at the old Fish Hatchery area was the
answer to a perfect “Magical Sunset
Event”. The food was catered by the
Channel Marker which was the best
ever! Entertainment by Dick Stoner was
fun and the silent auction brought in a
lot of money for our Scholarship Fund.

I must say that it is a pleasure work-
ing with your hard working President
Kay Young and the Directors. They all
care about you and the lake. They have

Tips From WPOA
Administrative Officer

Continued on page 6



Amended Bylaws of Wawasee
Property Owners Association, Inc.

Article I - NAME
Section 1.  The name of this organization shall be Wawasee

Property Owners Association, Inc. (hereinafter called the
“Association” or “WPOA”).

Article H - MEMBERSHIP
Section 2.  The membership of the Association shall consist of

those persons, trusts, corporations, partnerships, limited liability
companies, or other entities, that own a fee simple or equitable
title to a tract, lot or living unit used by 1) individuals for resi-
dences or 2) a commercial business, located on Lake Wawasee, or
connected to Lake Wawasee by a channel. Such persons or enti-
ties shall become and continue to be Class A Members in good
standing upon payment of membership dues on a current basis.
Any other person or entity admitted to membership shall be a
Class B Member.

Section 2. Each Class A Member is entitled to one vote as
specified by the Articles of Incorporation. Class B members shall
be non-voting members.

Section 3. Membership dues shall be fixed from time to time
by the Board of Directors.

Section 4. A membership and the rights and privileges of
membership may not be assigned.

Article III - MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Section 1. The annual meeting of the members shall be held

during the first or second weekend of August of each year.
Section 2. A special meeting of the members may be called by

resolution of the Board of Directors or upon a written petition of
the members who have not less than ten percent (10%) of the
vote of all members. The resolution or petition shall be presented
to the President or Administrative Officer of the Association and
shall state the purpose for which the meeting is to be called. No
business shall be transacted at a special meeting except as stated
in the petition or resolution.

Section 3. All meetings of the members shall be held at any
suitable place in Kosciusko County, Indiana, as may be designat-
ed by the Board of Directors. Written notice stating the date,
time and place of any meeting and in the case of a special meet-
ing or, when otherwise required by law, the purpose or purposes
for which the meeting is called shall be delivered or mailed by
the Administrative Officer to each member of record at such
address as appears on the records of the Corporation. Notice of
meetings may be given by publication in Lake Views.

Section 4. Notice of any meeting may be waived in writing by
any member if the waiver sets forth in reasonable detail the time
and place of the meeting and purposes thereof. Attendance at any
meeting, in person or by proxy shall constitute a waiver of notice
of such meeting.

Section 5. Each member shall have such voting rights as are
specified in the Articles of Incorporation of the Association; pro-
vided, however, that any member whose dues or assessments are
unpaid on the date of any meeting of members shall not be enti-
tled to vote at such meeting.

Section 6. A member may vote either in person or by proxy.
Where voting is by proxy the member shall provide the member’s
proxy in writing delivered to the Administrative Officer prior to
commencement of the meeting.

Section 7. At all times, the Administrative Officer shall keep a
list arranged in alphabetical order of the names and addresses of
all members entitled to vote at the meeting. Such list shall be
kept on file at the corporate office and is subject to inspection by
any member at any time during usual business hours.

Section 8. At any meeting, five percent (5%) of those mem-
bers entitled to vote, represented in person or by proxy, shall con-
stitute a quorum. A majority vote of such quorum shall be neces-
sary for the transaction of any business by the meeting, unless a
greater number is required by law.

Article IV - BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section 1. The business and affairs of the Association shall be

managed by a Board of Directors, all members of which shall be

members of the Association at the time of their election and dur-
ing their term of office.

Section 2. There shall be thirteen (13) directors of the
Association. Four (4) directors shall be elected at each annual
meeting of members to serve for a term of three (3) years and
until their successors shall be chosen and qualified, unless sooner
removed a hereinafter provided. If the annual meeting of the
members is not held at the time designated in these bylaws, such
failure shall not cause any defect in the existence of the
Association, and the directors then in office shall hold over until
their successors shall be elected and qualified. The thirteenth
director shall be jointly appointed by the Board of Directors of
the Association and the Board of Directors of the Wawasee Area
Conservancy Foundation, Inc. as a concurrent director of the two
organizations and shall serve until a successor is appointed.
Appointment of the thirteenth director shall occur immediately
following the first meeting of the Boards of Directors of the
Association and the Wawasee Conservancy Foundation, Inc. fol-
lowing the annual meeting of the members.

Section 3. In addition to the thirteen (13) directors above, the
Immediate Past President shall be a non-voting, ex-officio mem-
ber of the Board of Directors for the twelve (12) months after he
is succeeded, if he is not already a director.

Section 4. Nominations for directors may be made by any
member of the association in good standing. Nominations shall
be made in writing and submitted to the administrative officer
not later than forty-five (45) days prior to the annual meeting. In
order to notify the members of the association of the candidates
for the Board of Directors, nominations for directors will not be
accepted subsequent to that date, nor will nominations from the
floor of the annual meeting be permitted.

Section 5. Any vacancy on the Board of Directors caused by
death, resignation, or otherwise, except by increase in number of
directors and except as provided in Section 4 of this Article, may
be filled by a majority vote of all the remaining members of the
Board of Directors. Vacancies on the Board of Directors occa-
sioned by an increase in the number of directors shall be filled by
a vote of the members entitled to vote therefore at an annual or
special meeting. Any director so elected by the Board of
Directors or by the members shall hold office until the next
meeting of members and until his successor is elected and quali-
fied.

Section 6. At any special meeting of members called for such
purpose, any member of the Board of Directors may be removed
from such office either for or without cause by an affirmative
vote of a majority of the members entitled to vote at an election
of directors, and a successor may be elected at the same meeting
for the unexpired term of any director removed. Failure to elect a
director so removed shall be deemed to create a vacancy on the
Board of Directors that may be filled by the remaining directors
in accordance with Section 4 of this Article.

Section 7. Unless otherwise agreed upon, the Board of
Directors shall, at its next scheduled meeting, conduct an elec-
tion of officers of the Association and shall consider any other
business which may be brought before the meeting. This meeting
shall constitute the annual meeting of the Board of Directors.

Section 8. Other meetings of the Board of Directors may be
held regularly pursuant to a resolution of the Board of Directors
to such effect or may be held upon the call of the president or
any four (4) members of the Board and upon forty-eight (48)
hours notice specifying the time, place and general purposes of
the meeting, given to each director either personally or by e-mail
or telephone. No notice shall be necessary for any regular meet-
ing, and notice of any other meeting may be waived in writing or
by email. Attendance at any such meeting shall constitute waiver
of notice of such meeting.

Section 9. A majority of the whole Board of Directors shall be
necessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction of any busi-
ness. The act of the majority of the directors present at a meeting

at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the Board of
Directors, unless the act of a greater number is required by law,
the Articles of Incorporation, or this code of bylaws. A director
shall be deemed to be present at a meeting for the purpose of
constituting a quorum and transacting business thereof if, at the
time of such meeting, he shall participate by telephone in the
transaction of the business thereof.

Section 10. Any member of the Board of Directors who fails
to attend four (4) consecutive Board meetings shall forfeit his
membership on the Board of Directors.

Article V - OFFICERS
Section 1. The officers of the Association shall consist of a

President, three Vice Presidents, an Administrative Officer who
shall be a salaried non-voting Officer, a Communications Officer,
and such assistant officers as the Board of Directors shall desig-
nate. All officers except any assistant officer and the
Administrative Officer shall be chosen from among the members,
and any two (2) or more offices may be held by the same person,
except the duties of President and Administrative Officer shall
not be performed by the same person. Officers need not be Board
Members.

Section 2. The officers of the Association shall be elected
annually by the Board of Directors at its annual meeting and
shall hold office for a term of one (1) year or until their succes-
sors shall be elected and qualified.

Section 3. Whenever a vacancy occurs in any of the offices of
the Association for any reason, the vacancy may be filled by the
Board of Directors at a special meeting or the annual meeting.
Any officer so elected shall hold office until the next annual
meeting of the Board of Directors or until his successor shall be
elected and qualified.

Section 4. Any officer of the Association may be removed at
the pleasure of the Board of Directors whenever a majority of the
whole Board shall vote in favor of such removal.

Article VI - POWERS AND DITTIES OF OFFICERS
Section 1. President. Subject to the general control of the

Board of Directors, the president shall manage and supervise all
the affairs of the Association and shall discharge all of the usual
functions of the chief executive officer of a not-for-profit corpora-
tion. He shall preside at all meetings of members and directors
and shall have such other powers and duties as this code of
bylaws or the Board of Directors may prescribe. The President
must be elected from the members of the Board of Directors.

Section 2.  Vice Presidents. A vice president shall have such
powers and perform such duties as may be assigned to him by the
Board of Directors or the president. In case of absence or disabili-
ty of the president, the duties of that office shall be performed by
a vice president. All vice presidents must be elected from the
members of the Board of Directors.

Section 3. Administrative Officer. The administrative officer
shall attend all meetings of members and the Board of Directors.
The administrative officer shall fulfill the role of treasurer by
being responsible for the association’s financial records including
maintaining checking accounts; paying Association bills as
authorized; preparing annual financial statements with footnotes
for the Association’s annual meeting; and performing other finan-
cial responsibilities as requested by the Board of Directors. The
administrative officer shall fulfill the role as secretary of the asso-
ciation which includes writing and distributing minutes of the
Board of Directors meetings, executive committee meeetings and
annual Association meetings; preparing meeting agendas as
required; maintaining mailing lists; making arrangements for
social events; mailing newsletters; and handling general corre-
spondence. The administrative officer shall also fulfill the role of
operating officer of the association by soliciting, invoicing and
collecting advertising for “Neighbors” directory; assisting the
communications officer; coordinating delivery of directories; col-
lecting dues, soliciting members, writing thank you letters to new
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WCAF Continued Vigilance Of Watershed, Lake

Continued on page 4

By Deb Patterson
The Mail-Journal Staff Writer

So what has the Wawasee Area Conservancy
Foundation been up to the last year? What is the
ecological state of Lake Wawasee? The watershed?

Those who attended the annual WACF annual
meeting Sunday afternoon heard about the state
of the watershed.

While the “lake lovers” appreciated and were
kept up to date with what has been happening,
three individuals were recognized for going “over
and above” the call of duty. “These individuals
have done something so good for the ecology or
to help the watershed,” said Dave Brandes, chair-
man, the board feels they should be recognized.
Brandes noted while the awards were not made
out of gold, the Cattail Awards were presented
with a lot of pride, and past recipients accepted
the award with a lot of pride as well.

Dave Tyler, Ted Rogers and Mike Kiley were
the recipients this year.

Tyler, who is a Tippecanoe Lake resident, was
the one responsible for taking on county govern-
ment and getting anti-funneling approved
through the Area Plan Commission and Board of
Zoning Appeals. Brandes likened his battle to
that of David with Goliath.

“Nobody gave him a chance,” Brandes
said. “He is so persistent, so intelligent that he
convinced the powers that be — Area Plan
Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals — that
unless we change our ways in this county we are
going to lose a lot more than just a shoreline here
and there,” saying he would not bend and stayed
firm. “He came up with a formula to be able to
slow this down (funneling), to make it such that
it makes sense . . . the man knows how to bend,
he knows how to stand firm and he got the job
done.”

“This is a great honor,” said Tyler, who added
the accomplishment of the anti-funneling rule
was gratifying. “It will primarily benefit our chil-
dren, grandchildren and their grandchildren.”

Kiley, whose family has resided at Lake
Wawasee for five generations and he himself has
been a resident for 73 years, was introduced as
“an institution. Mike is just one of those people

that is just bigger than life.”
Kiley was head of the Natural Resource

Commission for 30 years, appointed by six dif-
ferent governors from both parties and served as
chairman of the commission. He traveled back
and forth to Indianapolis to help “all facets of
living in Indiana, wherever the NRC had a
foothold, he was on that committee . . .  .”

Kiley noted this was a singular honor. “The
WACF is a really pretty sophisticated, knowl-
edgeable, proactive group,” he stated, recalling
the original group which attempted to do some-
thing for the protection of the environment and
eco-system of Wawasee were guys who got
together in the 1960s, prior to the enactment of
the public fresh water lake act. Kiley noted the
original group was “not nearly as sophisticated as
this group with the study and work that is done.
This means a great deal to me.”

Rogers, not present, was recognized as the first
development chair of the conservancy. Brandes
referred to Rogers’ “honesty, clear thinking, and
patriotic” ways. “He cuts through the BS and
gets done what needs to be done. He’s always
been a supporter of the conservancy.”

It was also announced Dick Pletcher, Nick
Stanger, and Tom Yoder will be joining the board
of directors replacing retiring directors Doug
Grant, Sherm Goldenberg and Tina Leatherman.
Grant and Goldenberg have served the nine-year

CATTAIL RECIPIENTS
IN 2007 — Mike Kiley, left,
and Dave Tyler, right, were
two of the three recipients of
the Wawasee Area
Conservancy Foundation
Cattail Awards presented at
the 2007 annual WACF
meeting. Ted Rogers, who
was not present, was also
honored with the Cattail
Award. (Photo by Deb
Patterson, The Mail-Journal)

CHIEF AWARD RECIPIENTS — An annual award has been started
by the Wawasee Property Owners Association, The Chief Award. This
award will be presented each year at the annual dinner to those who go
beyond the call of duty. This year’s award was presented to four businesses
which have worked behind the scene on activities involving the lake. Main
Channel Marina, Wawasee Boat Company and Sudlow’s Pier Shop were
recognized for their contributions and donations to the Lake Patrol.
Rookstool Pier was recognized for the work it does relating to the barges
for the fireworks.

Shown above are the presenters and receivers of the first award.
Standing in front, from left, are Deb Web, Main Channel Marina and
Carolyn Anderson, Wawasee Boat Company. Standing in back are Kay
Young, WPOA president; Troy Web, Main Channel Marina; Doug
Anderson, Wawasee Boat Company; Jim Tranter, award presenter; Connie
and Dave Heckaman, Sudlow’s Pier Shop. (Photo by Deb Patterson, The
Mail-Journal)

NEW FORM OF COMMUNICATION —
Dick Stoner, left, a magician, has Janet Hartley,
executive secretary for the Wawasee Property
Owners Association, use a futuristic tele-commu-
nicator to send a message to those in the audi-
ence, during the WPOA annual dinner.

While Stoner entertained the approximate
175 in attendance with comedy and magic, the
evening also consisted of a meal catered by The
Channel Marker, and a brief business meeting in
which Kip Schumm, Jerry Babb, Cindy Quinn
and Garth McClain were elected to the board of
directors. Schumm and Babb were elected to
their third term while Quinn and McClain were
elected to their first term. (Photo by Deb
Patterson, The Mail-Journal)
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Bylaws CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

members; and coordinating Association needs with the post
office, printer and business service.

Section 4. Communications Officer. The communications
officer shall prepare and present to the Board of Directors an
outline and calendar of known and anticipated communications
opportunities of the Association. This outline shall include edi-
torship (but not necessarily publishing) of Lake Views, the
WPOA newsletter, and publicity related to WPOA-sponsored
events such as the Annual Meeting, Pancake Breakfast and
Independence Day Celebration Fireworks Show. This outline
may include any other communications coverage mutually agreed
by the president and communications officer. The communica-
tions officer is responsible directly to the president, is an ex-offi-
cio member of the communications committee, and shall be
available to consult with any committee on matters of public
relations.

Section 5. Assistant Officer. The Board of Directors may,
from time to time, designate and appoint an assistant officer who
shall have such powers and duties as the officer who he is
appointed to assist shall delegate to him and such other powers
and duties as these bylaws or the Board of Directors may pre-
scribe.

Article VII - ORDER OF BUSINESS
Section 1. At all meetings of the Association, the order of

business shall be as follows:
(a) Reading of the minutes of immediate prior meeting

for information and approval;
(b) Reports of directors and/or officers;
(c) Reports of committees;
(d) Election of directors if an annual meeting of the

membership, and election of officers if an annual meeting of the
directors;

(e) Unfinished business;
(f ) New business;
(g)    Adjournment.

Article VIII - COMMITTEES
Section 1. From time to time various committees including an

Executive Committee consisting of the President and two (2)
other members of the Board of Directors, may be established by
the Board of Directors. Such committees shall serve at the pleas-
ure of the Board.

Section 2. A special nominating committee shall consist of a
director who is the chairman; the president; the past president, if
available; and two (2) members of the Association who are not
members of the Board of Directors or officers of the Association.
If the immediate past president is not available, his place shall be

filled by a third member of the Association who is not a member
of the Board of Directors or an officer of the Association.

Section 3. The nominating committee shall file its list of
nominees for the Board of Directors to be elected at each annual
meeting by publication in Lake Views at least thirty (30) days
prior to the annual meeting of the members as a portion of  the
notice of the annual meeting sent to members. The election will
be held  at the annual meeting by a show of hands or, if a show
of hands is determined by the President to be inconclusive, by
written ballot.

Article IX - AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS
Section 1. These bylaws may be amended by a majority vote

of the Board of Directors present at any regular or special meet-
ing of the Board of Directors, provided that notice of any such
meeting, setting out the proposed amendment shall have been
given to each director not less than ten (10) days prior to the
date of such meeting.

Article X - INSURANCE
Section 1. The Association shall have power to purchase and

maintain insurance on behalf of any person who is or was a
director, officer, employee or agent of the Association, or is or
was serving at the request of the Association as a director, officer,
employee or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint ven-
ture, trust or other enterprise, against any liability asserted
against him and incurred by him in any such capacity, or arising
out of his status as such, whether or not the Association would
have the power to indemnify him against such liability under the
provisions of this Article.

Article XI - MISCELLANEOUS
Section 1. The fiscal year of the Association shall begin on the

first day of June of each year and end on the last day of May of
each year.

Section 2. An annual audit of the finances of the Association
shall be made within ninety (90) days of the close of each fiscal
year. The audit need not be certified unless so voted by a majori-
ty of the Board of Directors.

Section 3. Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the conduct of
business in all meetings of the Association and of its Board of
Directors.

Section 4. Disbursement of funds on behalf of the Association
is hereby delegated only to the President and the Administrative
Officer. Contracts, deeds or other instruments authorized by the
Board may be executed only by the President and attested by the
Administrative Officer.

Section 5. The use of “he” in the foregoing bylaws is under-
stood to be “he” or “she” as pertains to gender.

maximum board term.
It was also announced Deborah Flanagan will

be taking over the vice chairman’s role and in one
year take over as chairman.
State of The Watershed

Bob Myers presented his last ecology report as
he will be stepping down, turning the reins over
to Diana Castell. Myers noted water monitoring
and testing of the watershed has been done by
several volunteers and the great news is Wawasee
is “holding its own, even with cultural eutrophi-
cation.”

Referring to PH/chlorifil testing, on a
scale of zero to 100, the lakes are measuring 43-
45. “The worst in the state is 75, the best is 35.
We’re holding right in the middle and we’ve held
there for 10 years.”

However, the concern has been the dissolved
oxygen level which has decreased over the last
several years. This level affects the fish habitat.

He noted below 25 feet the dissolved oxygen
level is lost. Myers noted fish need between 3
and 5 ppm, at those depths it is 4.5, below that
it “drops to practically nothing at 8 meters it
drops to .3”

He also noted findings on e-coli testing. It was
pointed out in the upper watershed tests showed
666 colonies above the limit for human use, at
the outlet to Papakeechie it was at 235. “Below
250 is acceptable,” said Myers, adding the read-
ing at Tri-County was at zero and around the
lake there was no appreciative amount.

Heather Harwood, coordinator, presented a
slide show of the various projects — the planting
of wildflowers at the Conklin Bay property along
SR 13; the Eco-zone established in Conklin Bay
and Johnson Bay and the petition to include the
entire Conklin Bay area in that zone. She noted
the littoral zone study, the no boat zone in the
North Bay area, the sea wall project along the Eli

Lilly shoreline with glacial stone, which has
shown improved fish diversity; the grade control
structures upstream of Dillon Creek and the sedi-
ment basin and stabilized shoreline in that area.

Other projects completed and shown were the
work on Griffith’s Island with core logs, stabiliza-
tion of agriculture areas with grass waterways,
and the work on the Bayshore Ponds behind the
WACF House.

It was noted the land acquisition committee
did not purchase any land during the last year, as
no land became available, but is working on a
number of projects to bring under its auspice.

Before the meeting ended a plea was given to
remember the conservancy in estate planning.
“Organizations like ours relies on it. Otherwise
we go hand to mouth,” stated Brandes.

LOOKING OVER THE SILENT AUCTION
ITEMS — Luie Miller, Maria Estep and Linda Miller,
look over some of the silent auction items donated for
the Wawasee Property Owners Association annual din-
ner Saturday evening at the Wawasee Family Fishing
Area. The items ranged from T-shirts, skis, personal
flotation devices, to flags and gift certificates at area
businesses. Proceeds from the auction items are used
toward the WPOA’s scholarship program. (Photo by
Deb Patterson, The Mail-Journal)

WCAF Continued Vigilance CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

The annual dinner of the WPOA was held the
second weekend in August at the Wawasee Family
Fishing Area (The Fish Hatcheries for you “old
timers”) with 180 attending. We can thank the
Channel Marker for a great dinner served with
efficiency that left no one wanting more, it was
delicious! That coupled with a fantastic view, great
company and a magic show that kept young and
old alike scratching their heads trying to figure out
“how he did it” made for a great evening.

We would also like to thank the many local
merchants that donated items for the silent auction
this year. We made over $1100 to add to the schol-
arship fund and other projects thanks to the gen-
erosity of the bidders and the donors!

If you missed this years dinner you missed a fun
evening . . . we hope to see you next years for sure!

“A Magical Evening”
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By Heather Harwood

The rainstorm that started August 19th dumped
a reported 5”+ of rain that lasted for several days
and caused LOTS of runoff.  Drains, hillside retain-
ing walls, and sediment control projects around the
lake were put to the test. WACF’s projects swelled
with runoff water - rain surges like this can cause
havoc in the lake. Many of the agricultural areas
around the lakes utilize best management practices
including filter strips, grass waterways, and water
containment basins. But a big storm can overwhelm
a system and contribute soil, fertilizers, herbicides,
manure, etc. to the water.

The Bayshore channel drains a large agricultural
area including some of the fields behind the middle
school and Hatchery Road. The channel is down-
stream of two ponds. The project included diverting
the adjacent stream through the ponds that were
joined by rock spillways designed to help slow down
water during rainstorms, allowing sediment to fall
out. Between the two existing ponds, a wetland was
built to help filter water. WACF’s watertesting pro-
gram has demonstrated time and again the value of
a wetland for filtering out E-coli.  This project was
partially funded by a $30,000 grant from the
IDNR.

Have you ever found yourself steering your boat
around a matt of weeds in the lake? Invasive weed
control is also a priority for WACF. Not only are
invasive weeds bad for the lake, they can be a nui-
sance. This summer WACF funded a survey and
treatment of the weed infested hotspots on
Wawasee. Over the last couple years, grants of
$13,200 from the IDNR and $8,000 from the
Kosciusko County Foundation were awarded for
weed surveys and treatments.

On the East end of the lake, the 50-foot grade
drop in Dillon Creek between SR 5 and Wawasee
mean problems with sediment and runoff in that
agricultural area. After a big storm, the muddy
plumes continue to add sediment to Wawasee. This
summer the DNR approved a new project with The
Enchanted Hills Association (EHA) for erosion con-
trol and grade control in Dillon Creek upstream of
the EH channels. This work will be in addition to
the sediment basin and ten check dams that were
installed upstream in the agricultural area in Noble
County. EHA has been working hard to complete
erosion and sediment control projects in the streams
entering EH as well as cleaning up their channels.
They have been working hand in hand with the
DNR and continue to pursue more projects.

To help with control of the sediment problem in
Turkey Creek (upstream from Runaway Bay
Condominiums), a grant for $31,500 was awarded
by the DNR this summer for sediment control at
the Village Lake tributary. Upstream from Village
Lake, reconstruction of a sediment basin was recent-
ly completed in the 10-lakes area. This project at
the outflow to Gordy Lake was funded by the
IDNR in the amount of $26,250.

quality of the streams and lakes in our watershed.
Historical information, water quality sampling
results, watershed mapping, and public comment
were utilized to determine appropriate strategies
and action items necessary.

Identifying and protecting key wetlands is a big
advantage in maintaining good water quality. To

help with land acquisition, a grant
of $170,000 was gifted from the
Ruth Lilly Philanthropic Foundation
at the request of the Nicholas and
McCutchen families. These funds
will provide more opportunities to
pursue important wetland properties
further protecting our water quality.

You can check out the experi-
mental littoral zone plant restoration
(in lake) planting in Conklin Bay at
the Frog channel. The new plants
are in a white PVC enclosure and
doing well. Reestablishing lost wet-
lands may become more and more
critical as important wetlands are
lost to development and destruction.

Sediment and Aquatic Weed Control —
A WACF Projects Update

Lake Patrol Report/Statistics

These projects, along with other erosion and sed-
iment control projects, were generated from the
1996 Wawasee Watershed Diagnostic Feasibility
Study and the 2007 Watershed Management Plan
(WMP). Both studies were funded through the
IDNR at a cost of $120,000. These plans provide a
road map for protecting and enhancing the water

Sediment Basin at Bayshore Ponds, Hatchery Road and 850 E.

By Jim Tranter, WPOA Vice President and
Lake Patrol Coordinator

Greetings from your Lake Patrol. We are winding
down another season on beautiful Lake Wawasee.
Many times we take for granted this natural beauty
and recreational facility that has been loaned to us.
Not only are we doing more to protect our lake
through conservation, but we have made a concert-
ed effort to keep our lakes safe. 2007 was not only a
good year, but one of our safer years on Lake
Wawasee. I think we can attribute this to the coop-
eration of everyone who boats on Lake Wawasee.
Statistically we were about the same as last year.
However, the feeling of the lake patrol is that the
traffic has increased this summer over previous
summers. Your lake patrol volunteers put in 462
man hours making 765 verbal contacts. In addi-
tion, the patrol volunteers gave 45 hours to class-
room instruction. When you get the opportunity,
be sure and thank your lake patrol volunteers for a
job well done. Your 2007 lake patrol volunteers are:
Jerry Babb pier #670, Bob Dickinson pier #722,
Gary Hentze pier #170 (Syracuse Lake), John
Kellogg pier #155-B (who administered the sched-
ule), Ken Nord pier 332B3, Ed Phillipp pier 382
(Syracuse Lake) Ed Rice pier #169, and Jim Tranter
pier #11A. And let’s not forget our Sheriff ’s Dept.
liaison, Kosciusko County Detective, Jon Tyler. A
special thank you should be extended to all of the
wives who sacrificed being with their husbands on
evenings, weekends and holidays. Thanks ladies.

Now, what can we look forward to coming in
2008. We will be adding 4 more lake patrol volun-

teers. This will allow the lake patrol to administer
more boat inspections at the various public ramps
on Wawasee and Syracuse Lakes. We are also work-
ing on an information sign program stressing
adherence to frequently violated lake laws as set
forth by the State of Indiana.

Two of the frequently violated rules during 2007
were: 1) exceeding a speed of 10 mph after sun-
down; 2) underage driving of wave runners. Keep
in mind that enforcement of boating laws is for the
protection of everyone using the lakes.

Like all programs, a program is only successful if
those that are affected have the ability for input
into the program. I would welcome any and all of
your comments and/or suggestions so that our Lake
Patrol program continues to keep our lakes safe.

If you think you are interested in serving as a
lake patrol volunteer either on Lake Wawasee or
Syracuse Lake please contact Janet at the WPOA
office 574-457-7172 and let her know of your
interest. I will personally contact you with more
information how you can participate. Have a safe
and successful winter wherever your travels take
you.
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because there has been no public outcry to treat the
invasive plants, it is best to wait until funds become
available, hopefully in 2008. He also suggested the
growth be monitored.

While the plant will never be eradicated from the
lake, “It’s easy to treat and control, if you stay on
top of it,” said Belmonte.

He stated he is not sure what caused an increase
in the plant’s presence from one year to the next,
noting it may have been weather conditions.

A guideline threshold was establish in the man-
agement plan in which if any of those five points are
reached, the trigger could be pulled for treatment.
This plan was accepted by the state.

The five threshold points include:
• Greater than 20 percent site frequency of

eurasianmilfoil
• Dominance Index of eurasianmilfoil greater

than 10
• If eurasianmilfoil is one of the three most domi-

nant species in Lake Wawasee
• If eurasianmilfoil has an estimated abundance of

greater than 20 percent in Johnson Bay, Conklin
Bay or the bay near Morrison Island

• If a dense stand of eurasianmilfoil covers more
than 10 acres in an area less than 8 feet.

According to the most recent study failure has
been found in the top five thresholds.

Belmonte showed the figures: August 2005 there
was 11 percent site frequency, in July 2006 there was
a 28 percent sf; in August 2005 the dominance
index was 5.5, in July 2006, it was 16.

From August 2005 to July 2006, eurasianmilfoil
jumped from being the sixth dominant species to
third.

The study additionally showed in Johnson’s Bay,
the abundance went from less than 2 percent to
none; in Conklin Bay it went from less than 2 per-
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By Deb Patterson
The Mail-Journal Staff Writer

Invasive aquatic plants have increased in Lake
Wawasee — particularly Eurasian Watermilfoil. But
the question remains unanswered as to how fast its
presence will spread.

Ed Belmonte, aquatic ecologist with V3 Aquatic
Plant, provided an aquatic weed management plant
update Thursday evening. The update compared test
results from 2005 to 2006 as well as proposed treat-
ment areas.

The final point of the update — Belmonte feels

cent to between 2-20 percent and in Morrison
Island, it remained between 2-20 percent.

Based on these findings it was recommended 40
acres be treated with such herbicide as 4-D or
Renovate3, at an estimated cost of $20,000.

These herbicides are liquid or granular in nature
and do not affect the fish or mammals. While it is
waterbased and does not impact trees, it does affect
broadleaf plants and when a treatment occurs, warn-
ings are posted and those using the lake water to
irrigate lawns, plants, flowers, gardens are encour-
aged not to do so for three to five days. Some
humans may have a reaction to the chemical in the
form of a rash. The chemicals do not affect native
plants.

However, due to a majority of the Lake and River
Enhancement grant moneys going to stop hydrilla at
Lake Manitou, no grant money was awarded to treat
eurasianmilfoil in Wawasee.

Belmonte stated this plant is a fast growing plant
and doesn’t die off during the winter months. “You
can take the stem or fragments and it will re-root,”
he stated. He mentioned the plant is often trans-
ferred when it stays on the bottom of a boat and
becomes trapped on the trailer and then set free
once a boat is relaunched.

Because Syracuse Lake Association has treated
portions of Syracuse Lake the last two years for the
plant, it was noted it would be beneficial for the two
groups to tie their efforts together. It was implicated
Syracuse would not control its problem if Wawasee
is not treated as boats travel between the two lakes.

Belmonte indicated there may be an explosion of
the plant in 2008, but there is no way of telling as
many factors could be considered — wave action is
just one area. “I may be wrong,” he stated, “but we
gave the state definitive reasons to fund (treat-
ment).”

He also suggested should WACF proceed they
could spot treat the worst areas, but the more data,
the better understanding of how fast the plant is
growing in the lake.

The Plant
Eurasian Watermilfoil is an exotic plant, not a

native species. Its origin has been traced to the
Hudson Bay area during the late 1940s. Because it’s
not a native species, milfoil has few natural controls.

By midsummer it can form mats so dense it
restricts swimming, boating and fishing.

It can reproduce by seed and fragmentation. A
small piece or fragment of the plant can form roots
and develop into a new plant. A single wisp can
multiply into 250 million new plants in one year.

Boaters can help prevent the spread of milfoil and
other aquatic weed species by removing all aquatic
weeds from the trailer, boat, motor/propeller and
anchors before leaving an infested lake. Studies have
shown dried milfoil, after being out of the water for
a week, can survive if re-submersed in water.
Therefore, the weekend boater can unintentionally
infect lakes with these aquatic weeds if they are not
removed from the trailer and boat.

More information on the two aquatic weed studies
can be found on the WACF Web site: www.wacf.com

In the younger years of my life, I remember my
mother telling me that the older a person gets, the
faster the years go by. I’m sure many of you have
asked yourselves, where has this summer gone? The
guys, instead of talking boating, are talking about
waterfowl season, deer hunting, and putting to rest
their much used patrol boats. It has been a very busy
summer for us on the lake. We are fortunate that our
district is once again fully staffed and that we have
officers willing to extend their work shifts or work
their days off. Some officers travel from other coun-
ties to lend a hand on our high traffic lakes such as
Wawasee. This is what Conservation Officers do
when we work in the lakes region.

We believe from initial reports that our boating
while intoxicated arrests have increased. Is this a
trend, the product of a hot summer, or the results of
our officers being in the right spot at the right time?
Our officers frequently hear the excuse of “I just had
a couple” which, when the legal limit is .08, could be
enough to put a driver over the limit. Whether on
the water or on the road; be safe, don’t drink and

drive! I hope to have more statistics in future writ-
ings.

Many of you that call our office may not recog-
nize the new voice that answers the phone. Sue
retired to Florida in early July and was replaced by
Leslie Richardson. Stop by and say hi!

I have posted this link for those of you interested
in waterfowl hunting, or just want to have a general
idea when the hunters will be out on the lake.
http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/huntguide1/wtr-
fowl.htm

Our office number is 574-457-8092.? Please call
if you have questions.

Until next time, enjoy Indiana’s Natural
Resources

Officer J.P. Salb, Public Information Officer
District 1 (North Central)
Indiana Dept of Natural Resources
Division of Law Enforcement
317-695-6526 (C)         574-457-8092 (O)
jsalb@dnr.IN.gov

DNR Presence on Wawasee

Eurasian Watermilfoil in Wawasee

made my job as Administrator very enjoyable. My
husband Phil helps me greatly.

I was asked to list things that you could do to help:
The first thing would be to fill out all of the forms
when sending in dues and contributions. Pier numbers
are important-use them! My goal is to increase the
membership from 60% to 75%. The second thing, I
ask you to please help us by talking to your neighbors
who do not belong about joining WPOA.

The third is to please call and let us know about
any changes or concerns. I am making changes to our
data base constantly. If new neighbors come aboard,
please inform me so I can invite them to join WPOA
and give them a directory. Please take the time to talk
to other family members that share your household
who would like to become independent members too.
You have been a great group to work with and Phil
and I are very happy to help make Wawasee a wonder-
ful place to live through WPOA!                   

Sincerely,
Janet Hartley, WPOA Administrative Officer

Tips From WPOA CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



Garth McClain has been a full-time or part-
time resident of Lake Wawasee since 1965. His
parents, Tom (deceased) & Mary Jane McClain,
purchased a summer cottage (Pier 30 — now Jim
Brumbaugh’s) on Sand Point in 1965. They
moved to the lake from Marion, IN to become
full time residents in 1972. His wife Susie (Salin)
of Ft. Wayne, IN also grew up on Lake Wawasee
at Pier 463. They have three children: Charlie
(10), John (8) and Margaret (5) and have been
making new lake memories with them for the
past six years on the South Shore at Pier 577.
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By LAUREN ZEUGNER
The Mail-Journal Staff Writer

About 30 people attended the first of two public
hearings held the week of September 10th, hosted
by the Syracuse Action Coalition, a group of resi-
dents from Syracuse and the surrounding area,
working to eliminate train noise. They have been
working on the issue for a long time. The idea is to
eliminate the need for conductors to blow their
horns as they come through the township.

Young explained Goshen Mayor Allan Kauffman
is working diligently at the state level on the issue
and federal law allows communities to apply for
quiet zones, but there is a lot of “hoop jumping” to
go through.

Syracuse has qualified to establish quiet zones by
doing everything required by federal and state laws.
“All we have to do is raise the money for what we
propose,” Young said.

Federal law requires train crossings to be as safe
or safer when the quiet zone is put in place. Indiana
ranks at the bottom for train safety with the largest
number of deaths due to train accidents and many
crossings not having any type of barrier. What the
SAC would like to do is establish a quiet zone corri-
dor making up eight crossings, four within the town
limits and four in the surrounding township.

Jim Atwood, a member of SAC, explained a quiet
zone is a section of rail line where there are one or
more consecutive public crossings where locomotive
horns are not routinely sounded. The Federal
Railroad Administration ruled quiet zones can be
created to enhance the quality of life.

The law requires train horns to be sounded to
warn motorists at public crossings. However, the
law also provided exceptions where the risk is mini-
mal. It also enables communities to establish quiet
zones by reducing the amount of risk to motorists
caused by the lack of horns being sounded.

Atwood explained changes in horn equipment
require they be sounded for 15 seconds, when
before horns were sounded when the train was some
distance from the crossing. In order to establish a
quiet zone supplemental safety measures have to be
put in place to substitute for the horn.
Supplemental safety measures include four quadrant
gates (Syracuse gates are standard two quadrant
gates), gates with medians, and gates on one-way
streets or closing streets that cross the tracks.
Another measure is wayside horns, which blow
toward traffic at a lower decibel level. The sound
also doesn’t travel as far.

The locomotive horn rule allows wayside horns
to substitute for the train horn on a one-on-one
basis. They are also accepted by the FRA. The SAC
looked at four quadrant gates, a system of gates that
effectively prevent automobiles from going around
them when they come down. Cost estimates are
approximately $250,000 per crossing or about $1
million.

The wayside horn sounds like a train horn and
sounds when the gates go down. They are activated
by the railroad’s warning circuitry. When the horn

sounds, it is directed at
motorists waiting in the street.
The wayside horns sound at
about 92 decibels. A local audi-
ologist has done some tests of
standard train horns as trains
travel through town. The deci-
bel levels he recorded were
around 110, loud enough to
cause pain.

Cassie Cowan, a council
member and member of SAC,
told the crowd about the wayside horn demonstra-
tion held last fall. She explained the wayside horn is
not as loud as the typical train horn to outlying
areas, but will be heard as loud as standard horns by
cars on the street. As an example, she told the
crowd during the demonstration the horn was loud
at Northern Pride Carwash. When Cowan walked
to her car parked at Ward Park, the wayside horn
sounded, but she could still hold a conversation,
and when she climbed into her car and shut the
door, she couldn’t hear the horn at all.

SAC told the crowd ball park estimates for the
wayside horns at eight crossings would include CSX
preliminary engineering. $100,000; cut over engi-
neering, $220,000; Eight wayside horns at $75,000,
a piece totaling $600,000, for a total cost of
$1,020,000.

The SAC continues to meet with Indiana con-
gressional officers, INDOT, FRA, CSX and other
interstate groups. Major funding for the wayside
horns is expected to come from donations. SAC is
applying for INDOT grant money for 2008
although the prospect of receiving grant monies is
minimal.

One lady asked how long the wayside horn will
blow if installed. It will blow for 15 seconds, two
long and two short blows. A gentleman in the
crowd asked if conductors would respect the quiet
zones once in place. He pointed out some just like
blowing the horn for sport. Atwood said the con-
ductors will respect the quiet zones, but will blast
their own horn in an emergency situation such as a

car on the tracks or kids playing too close to the
tracks. Another gentleman asked how far down the
street can a wayside horn be heard. Cowan said
about 100 feet, but at that distance, it won’t be
annoying.

There was another question about other commu-
nities in the state using wayside horns. Currently
there aren’t any other communities using wayside
horns since the new law went into effect in 2006.
Rebecca Kubacki pointed out there are a lot more
trains going through town than before.

David Lichtenauer praised the committee for its
hard work and its diligence, but expressed some
concern at the cost figures. He stated he thought
the engineering costs were highly inflated. Atwood
agreed, saying the SAC sometimes felt CSX would
“toss a number out just to get people to go away.”
Cowan said the town sent a letter asking for expla-
nations. It may be the costs include construction as
well as engineering.

Kubacki asked what the engineering costs were
for people in Ames, Iowa, which put in wayside
horns. Cowan pointed out those horns were
installed eight years ago and Ames, Iowa, worked
with Norfolk Southern. There was also a question
about how much would be needed to get the ball
rolling. A donor has provided seed money for pub-
lic relations materials. Atwood said it was almost an
all or nothing situation as far as funding was con-
cerned. Additional information can be obtained
from Cassie Cowan, Syracuse Town Council, at
ccowan1948@yahoo.com (574) 457-2793.

Informational Hearings Held on Train Whistles

The WPOA welcomes our newest
Director:  Garth McClain, Pier 577

Garth is a graduate of Indiana University and is
now a principal owner of McClain, Cottingham
& Gilligan, LLC, a commercial real estate
appraisal and brokerage firm in Indianapolis. He
has served on the finance committee of St. Luke’s
United Methodist Church; the corporation board
of Beta Theta Pi Fraternity; and is active helping
“at risk” children ages 3 to 5 at St. Mary’s Child
Center. He also continues to be an active volun-
teer at his church, the kids’ school, and coaches
various sports through Carmel Dad’s Club.



ties.
It is also pointed out users of the natural

resources found in the bay are not being protect-
ed due to the high speed boating, disrupting
more sedate activity such as fishing, sailing, bird-
ers, canoeists, kayakers and photographers.

The document filed indicates boating trends
have changed significantly over the last few years
creating enhanced wakes at speeds above idle as a
result of their natural or augmented displace-
ment. Recreational boating trends have increased
in the size and diversity of towed devices divert-
ing operator attention and occupy greater surface
areas as they cross and jump the wake and make
tight turns in the western end of the bay.

“Conklin Bay is a very small percentage of the
surface area of Lake Wawasee, but it receives a
disproportionately high proportion of the high
speed and recreational boating described . . .
such boaters overuse Conklin Bay precisely
because the wetlands absorb the substantial wave
energy . . . rather than reflect the waves . . . the
present 50-foot eco-buoy line does not reduce
such increased wave size. Even if the eco-buoy
line could be constantly monitored to prevent
boating incursions and more eco-buoys main-
tained, the numerous and larger wakes of 2007
are not dissipated by a mere 50 feet of open
water.”

Further discussion noted the bottom of the
bay is soft and shallow and the bottom is dis-
turbed by the boats using the area causing a
“dark soup of re-suspended material and floating
plants.”

Its noted this re-suspension encourages algae
growth and silting of the wetlands and beaches to
the east. This detrimental water quality and dam-
age to the lake bed cannot be expected to sustain
historical levels of plant or fish populations.

“Of the approximately 3,000 acres of Lake
Wawasee, the Conklin Bay wetlands are the most
crucial to the life cycle of fish, ducks, turtles,
frogs, birds, etc. Yet, the unrestricted human
recreational activity noted above is presently
allowed to be disproportionately focused in
Conklin Bay despite the fact that fish and
wildlife cannot relocate and have few other
appropriate habitats. And the users of such quiet
habitat for slower and more reflective recreational
pursuits are endangered by the competing high
speed activity.

“The fixed and relatively fixed obstructions
existing due to the wetlands, fishing boats,
canoeists, sailors, piers, private buoys and eco-
buoys, combined with the moving hazards
(which have closing speeds of 70 miles per hour
or more) and their substantial wakes created by
all manner of high speed and deep draft boating
have created a ‘video game’ atmosphere which
can only be described as an accident waiting to
happen.”

and the plant communities continue to thrive;
however, buoy locations (50 feet from shoreline)
. . . do not appear to be adequately addressing
shoreline and plant erosion issues in the kettle.”

Safety and protection is also noted in the peti-
tion.

As stated in the filing, the request seeks safe
operation of watercraft in that area where
“unusual hazards” exist due to factors within the
scope of the state code: the configuration of
Conklin Bay includes significant wetlands to the
south and Oakwood Park to the north which
protrude into the waterway creating a narrow
channel which obstructs vision and concentrates
boating activity and the congestion within the
bay due to the proliferation of high sped and
erratic boating activities — skiing, wakeboarding,
wake surfing tubing, PWC operation, etc. — is
dangerous and inconsistent with the safe opera-
tion of watercraft.

The final notation on safety points out the
numerous public commercial and private facili-
ties within the bay — Macy’s Slip, Macy’s Pointe,
Frog Tavern Oakwood Hotel, SS Lillypad II,
pontoon tour boat from the hotel and transient
watercraft dockage at the hotel as well as numer-
ous private and rental piers in Conklin Bay and
the various channels, all contributing to substan-
tial, diverse and unusual activity within the con-
fined bay area.

Looking at protection the WACF notes its
request is also made to establish a zone of protec-
tion for the fish, wildlife and botanical resources
within the scope of the state law.

It is pointed out fish, wildlife and botanical
resources are not being effectively managed in
that area because of the acceleration of boats,
intentional and unintentional creation of waves
and the high speed and deep draft boating activi-
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By Deb Patterson
The Mail-Journal Staff Writer

The request for an idle zone in Conklin Bay
on Lake Wawasee is now in the hands of state
officials.

No specific time line for the idle zone is noted
in the petition, leaving it at the discretion of state
officials. The conclusion of the petition asks:

“A balanced approach to safe boating and
wildlife/wetlands preservation demands that the
concentration of high speed and deep draft boat-
ing within Conklin Bay be controlled by the cre-
ation, demarcation and enforcement of an idle
zone in Conklin Bay. Such an idle zone will serve
the purposes of boating safety and fish, wildlife
and botanical resource management.”

Wawasee Area Conservancy Foundation filed
the request Saturday with Steve Lucas, director,
division of hearings, Natural Resources
Commission. It will now be reviewed by
Department of Natural Resource Commission
officials, and the NRC. A public hearing will be
held in the future before a decision is made.

The request is to encourage the safe operation
of watercraft upon public water, and to establish
a more meaningful zone for the protection of
fish, wildlife and botanical resources and users of
those resources.

It is noted a public meeting was held June 16
to report on the perceived problems within
Conklin Bay and to hear concerns and recom-
mendations from those in attendance. It is also
noted a photograph of Conklin Bay was dis-
played with a proposed buoy line restricting
about one half of the bay to an idle zone.

At a WACF board of directors meeting in July,
it was voted to propose an expanded area of
restriction and protection, moving the line from
the tip of Oakwood Park to the Hugh Dunithan
property — more consistent with the recommen-
dations of Commonwealth Engineers and J.F.
New (both of whom have provided studies for
WACF).

A historical perspective was given to the state
officials noting the 1995 “Lake Enhancement
Diagnostic/Feasibility Study for the Wawasee
Area Watershed” by Commonwealth Engineers
Inc. This study recommended the “major wetland
areas should be designated as no wake zones to
protect the wetlands.”

It was in 2001 WACF requested and was
granted the state’s first eco-zone, in Conklin Bay
and other Wawasee wetland areas. This was a
compromise crafted in an attempt to preserve
both high speed boating and wetland habitat.
These zones have been in place since that time.

J.F. New was hired to create a current and
comprehensive Wawasee Area Management Plan
in 2007. Their findings on the eco-zones showed
“most of these eco-zones are relatively successful

Petition filed — 
Idle Zone Requested For Conklin Bay



Syracuse and Turkey Creek Township offi-
cials are researching the concept of having
a “Fire Territory” on August 16, at the new
fire station near Marineland Gardens a pres-

entation was given by guest, James Van Gorder, Fire Chief of
Zionsville Fire Territory near Indianapolis and a frequent vis-
itor to Lake Wawasee. He reviewed the Indiana state laws
that allow for new organizational groupings of fire depart-
ments and then reviewed how his community accomplished
the reorganization. Basically, the town and township formed
another separate organization called a fire territory to be the
provider of services. Both the town and township appointed
members to the new executive board governing the new fire
department. The new fire department also encompassed the
volunteers. Mickey Scott, our fire chief, stated “The advan-
tages would be better service to the community, the ability to
eventually man Station #2 full time with both fire and EMS.
We cross train out people so they can do both fire and EMS
and that saves lives and money.” Chief Van Gorder, told
them that “All the fire territories that have been created in
Indiana have funding where everyone in the territory is pay-
ing the same tax rate for service, but the option is available to
have disparate funding if desired.”

Attending were Scott; Barb Griffith, township trustee;
advisory board members Arlen Bobeck, Carl Myrick and
Dick Waterson; and trustee attorney David Cates.
Representing the town of Syracuse were council member
Cassie Cowan and clerk-treasure Julie Kline.

Community kept the Wawasee Flotilla
alive this past summer despite strong winds
that made Wawasee choppy. The rains held
off until the very end and Holly Tutle,

Chairwoman wants very much to keep the Flotilla around
for next year. The First Wawasee Flotilla Parade was held on
Father’s Day, June 18, 1961 and received wholehearted coop-
eration of businesses and residents that wanted to show their
appreciation to summer residents. This year was very much
the same. The Commodore Award chosen by 2007
Commodore, Ernie Rogers, was presented to “Rogers Mates”
created by Michael McCable, Brooke and Lauren Tail,
Megan Kiley and friends. They utilized props from a 1975
entry of the Mike Kiley family, which took first in the neigh-
borhood entry. The group received a Warsaw Cut Glass tro-
phy and $500. The Dave and Linda Kristoff family, Harkless
Drive, was the recipient of the DNR Award with their
“Wawaseefari” entry. This group received a cut glass trophy
and $250. Capt. Jeff Schmahl and The Wawasee Yacht Club
Junior Sailing Crew pirates took the WPOA Award of a cut
glass trophy and $250 cash. The
blast of their ship’s cannon could
be heard throughout the Flotilla
parade.

The Division Winners: Youth
Division, first place went to
Cathy Lemberg and Carolyn
Baker with their “Popeye Sails
Wawasee”.  Second place went to
Melissa Sabones and friends and
third went to the Wawasee Girls
Basketball team. The creative
entry of Griffith’s Marina took
first place in the business divi-

sion, followed by Fort Financial Credit Union
and Doors and Drawers in a produce boat. Dan
and Brenda Patrick family’s entry of “Lake
Exposure” received first place in the neighbor’s
category. “Bella of the Wawasee Ball” entered by
Bruce Sabine and Hunter Hopkins and Nancy
and John Kerns took second place. Steffen Realty
received third place. Al Campbell and his grand-
children entered on behalf of the WACF. Their
“Conserve our Lakes” took first in the nonprofit
division. Syracuse VFW Post 1343, which entered
a patriotic/service float received second place. In
the antique boat division, Tom Prickett took first
place with Joe Todd taking second. Each of the
winners received a cash prize as well as a ribbon.
Next year, Holly is praying for good weather and
just as many entries.

The Dixie gets additional pub-
licity: The Dixie received some
great media exposure beyond local

borders. Aug. 31st, Eric Olson from the WPTA
21 Alive News Center came to the Dixie mooring to tape a
feature story which aired Sept. 6th on the 6 p.m. news.
Karilyn Metcalf, chairperson of the Save the Dixie
Committee was interviewed by Olson and she shared the his-
tory of the 1929 sternwheeler.   Also, the Dixie is featured in
the September/October issue of Northern Indiana Lakes
magazine with a four-page, full-color article along with a
large ad promoting the nonprofit committee’s fundraising.
After passing the DNR inspection this summer, the Dixie has
been underway with tours around Lake Webster. On the first
weekend it was back on the lake, people came out around
Webster shores to welcome her home. The community effort
succeeded in getting her running once again for us oldsters
and a new generation of children who had never been on
board a paddle wheel. The fund raising continues to help
raise the money for the next phase of the restoration. This fall
they plan to pull the Dixie out of the water to renovate the
hull, install a new generator and give her a new paddle wheel.

Clare Baumgardt, Past Vice President &
Past Director of WPOA, has been elected
to the Board of Directors of the Indiana

Association of United Way The Indiana Association of
United Way has 28 Directors whose primary role is to guide
the mission and operations of the statewide association. Clare
has been involved in local and leadership efforts with the
United Way of Kosciusko County since 1991. She has served

on numerous committees for the organization, including two
terms as a board member and campaign chair. In addition,
Clare was the President of the Board of Directors of the
United Way of Kosciusko County in 2004 and 2005 and
currently chairs the Organizational Development Committee.
Baumgardt is the branch manager of the Syracuse office of
Mutual Federal Savings Bank.

Long Term Projects on Papakeechie
become dead lined projects: The dam owed
by the Papakeechie Protective Association

which holds the waters forming this private lake to the south
of Wawasee, is inspected biannually by qualified engineers
from the state. While the inspectors have revealed few prob-
lems several long-term projects have always been noted. But
all that changed recently when the State pointed out that the
long term projects now have to be completed by 2015.  “We
are now looking into ways to pay for the projects” said Ron
Schug, Papakeechie Protective Association president. “We are
seriously looking into all possibilities.” Because the lake is
private, the donations or limited grants are minimal. Because
the dam falls under the state statute as being a high hazard
dam state officials require an engineer’s report every two
years. Recently, state officials stepped in to set up a schedule
for the work to be completed in four phases.  The first phase
is to repair the flow from the corner of a former pond that
has now been labeled a leak. The second phase consists of
installing a toe drain in the pond closest to the dam for
drainage. It must be constructed of filter material, stone, tile
and then covered with earth. The drain will need to run from
the abandoned pond to the channel. The slope must also be
changed. The “leaking artesian well” must also be fixed. The
ponds left are now considered “wetlands”. The third phase
would be a hydraulic and hydrology study to study the water
coming in and out of the lake. The result should be that it
can handle 32 inches of rain in 24 hrs. This study may than
lead to a forth phase which would be an auxiliary spillway or
overflow area that would become part of the present dam.
The earth dam at Papakeechie was built in 1913 and is con-
structed of clay. Its construction is similar to that of a dike
and at one point is thick enough to drive across..

WPOA WINNER

9

COMMODORE CHOOSES THE PIRATES — “Rogers Mates” was chosen
by this year’s Wawasee Flotilla Commodore Erenie Rogers as the winner of the
Commodore’s Trophy. Michael McCabe, Brooke and Lauren Tate, Megan Kiley
and friends utilized props from a 1975 entry by Megan’s grandfather Mike Kiley.
That entry in 1975 received first place in the neighborhood category.

The Commodore Trophy is presented each year to the entry chosen by the
Flotilla commodore. This year’s winner received a trophy and cash prize. (Photo
by Deb Patterson, The Mail-Journal)
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make no mention that eliminating Conklin Bay’s availability
for boating recreation will push this traffic to Johnson’s Bay
resulting in more traffic and an increase in the very safety
hazards they claim to want diminished. The Petitioner’s
wrongly conclude that Conklin Bay is used because the lack
of seawalls results in smoother water conducive for skiing and
tubing. This is simply not the case. The water is smoother
because it is shielded from the dominant wind pattern that
often leaves the main body of water in whitecaps

5. Questionable Integrity — The Petitioners presented
one area for an idle zone to the public, then reassessed and
went for a larger area without further opportunity for public
discussion. Their justification for doing so was flimsy at best.
To give a presentation proposing a boundary, supposedly
based on science and data, only to expand it after the fact
(not to mention without science or data), without additional
science based justification, again brings into questions their
credibility and motives. In all likelihood, this expansion was
sought in the hope that the DNR NRC would take a com-
promise approach to pacify both sides and accept the initially
proposed idle zone. In reality, such a decision would give the
Petitioner’s the victory they seek. That is simply unaccept-
able. There is no justification presented for any change to the
use of Conklin Bay.

6. Being there — Everything in the document appears to
be based on hit and run observations by a consulting firm
instead of a careful study over an extended period. The truth
is, lake traffic, including in the Bay, seems down the past two
summers. Whether this is due to wealthy ownership that
spends less time on the lake because of other opportunities,
the high price of gas, or a combination of both, there are
plenty of beautiful Saturday’s and Sunday’s where lake traffic
leaves those spending significant time there left wondering
where everybody has gone.

7. Exaggeration of use — Implied in the document is a
constant environment of racing watercraft tearing around at
70 mph wearing out Lake Wawasee, Conklin Bay in particu-
lar. The actual period of significant use is limited to the
weeks between Memorial Day and mid-August when school
begins. And even during those periods, if you boat through
the week, you will practically have the lake to yourself.
Throwing in the final hurrah of Labor Day weekend, signifi-
cant use of the Lake and Conklin Bay by boats amounts to
about 24 days a year. And as said before, even on those days
the lake handles the load without a feeling of overcrowding.

8.No acknowledgement of the value of recreational boat-
ing — Boating is fun and is one thing that can lure kids
away from their video games. Much like fishing, such experi-
ences build a respect for the next generation for the beauty of
the lake and the importance of an environmental conscience.
Boating on any lake, much like use of State Parks and Fish
and Wildlife properties can result in damage.  Hiking and
horse trails, campgrounds, and picnic areas bring litter, noise,
reduced wildlife, and erosion. However, there is little arguing
the recreational benefits to Indiana citizens justifies the use.
Recommendation

As stated, we’ve been on Lake Wawasee just three years
and we love it. Our feelings stem from the enjoyment gained
from boating, from the awe inspiring beauty, and the general
atmosphere. This proposal would impact all of these things.
It would be a travesty to implement such a measure based on
the justification of the Petitioner’s.

We want a healthy lake for boating, the wildlife, and fish-
ermen. And there is only one way to assure it.

• Key metrics for all “problems” listed by the petitioner’s
need to be gathered in a methodical, scientific fashion. As
data is gathered, solid conclusions can be reached about the

of the proposal, there are plenty of references to studies con-
ducted in other lakes.  However, there is no effective correla-
tion applied to Lake Wawasee circumstances. Instead it relies
on completely on anecdotal evidence.  Drastic, damaging
measures are proposed demand more, at minimum
irrefutable proof of cause and effect. Yet there are no bench-
marks provided showing a degradation of circumstances out-
side of the aerial photography and assertions of lost wetlands.
And even this, their best evidence, raises more questions than
it answers. The professional approach would be to identify
and methodically measure critical indicators for each of the
“problems” mentioned (water quality, loss of wetlands, fish-
ing, safety, etc.).  If such measurements have been gathered
they must not advance their case because they are not pre-
sented.

2. Sensationalism — Conklin Bay can occasionally be a
busy place during peak times on weekends in the summer
(Memorial Day, 4th of July). But the information presented
as fact demonstrates either an intentional effort to deceive or
a lack of observation. Examples:

• 70 mph boats. There may be a few boats on the lake
capable of this speed but they certainly don’t travel at that
speed in Conklin Bay. Speeds by boats are generally limited
to those needed to pull skiers, wake boarders, and tubes.
Rarely will those activities result in boat speeds beyond 30
mph. Jet skis will travel at the highest speed but they throw
very little wake.

• Lake traffic levels – JF New claims there are 7000 boats
on the lake and compares it to the number of boats at
Normandy.  You might reach that count if you circled the
lake and counted lift by lift. But to suggest these boats are all
in the water at the same time is ludicrous.  Even on its
busiest day, Lake Wawasee does not seem crowded. And in
the Bay itself, though there are times you need to be careful,
it rarely seems overly congested.

Using these sensational and utterly ridiculous illustrations
must cast doubt on any other information provided in their
petition.

3. The cause of lost wetland fringe — There are plenty of
reasons to be skeptical of the conclusions presented. First,
there is no information backing up the claims of the extent
of the wetlands in 1938. Given the Petition demonstrates no
hesitation to sensationalize when it benefits the Petitioner’s
case, one can’t help but question the accuracy of their starting
point. Second, there are also no actual photos from 2003 to
show before and after proof of the supposed dramatic loss
since that time. However, based on the information provided,
there is plenty of reason to doubt boat wakes as the cause for
the loss. A specific area of the bay (see  in green below), that
close to state road 13, per their own graphics has experienced
as great a percentage of loss as any in Conklin Bay. The pho-
tos taken were obviously shot during late fall, winter, or early
spring. The reason being is that the lily pads that fill this area
in spring and summer are missing.  There has not been a sin-
gle speed boat make a wake in this area between 2003 and
2007. Finally, in a time when affordable GPS technology
capable of accuracy within inches is not applied it casts fur-
ther doubt about the accuracy of their claims.

4. Boat safety in Conklin Bay — as stated above, the Bay
can be busy at times. However, I am unaware of a single acci-
dent resulting in injury during the last 3 years. I would
assume if the Petitioner’s had differing facts they would have
presented them.  Instead, the statement is that it “is an acci-
dent waiting to happen”. This could be said of a number of
locations on Lake Wawasee, in boating, or society in general.
Fortunately we tend to save drastic action for proven dangers.
And much as is the case with cars and guns, human error
causes the accident, not the boat. The arguments presented

Editors Note: The WPOA in its role to keep you informed
regarding actions taken on the Conklin Bay Eco Zone includes in
this newsletter Tad Stahl’s letter to the DNR that is representative
of those that do not feel the zone should be created.

August 31, 2007

Tad Stahl
9934 Water Crest Drive
Fishers, IN 46038

Mr. Stephen L. Lucas
Natural Resources Commission, Division of Hearings
Indiana Government Center South
402 W. Washington St., Room W272
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Dear Mr. Lucas,

Please consider this response to Administrative Clause 07-
175D regarding the petition to turn Conklin Bay on Lake
Wawasee into an idle speed zone.

The views expressed here are of a homeowner on a channel
off of Conklin Bay.  I take exception to the conclusions
reached, the methodologies, or better said, lack of method-
ologies applied, and the science involved with the recommen-
dation of the WACF.

I thank you for your consideration.  Any subsequent ques-
tions or communications can be directed to my home address
listed above.

Sincerely, 
Tad Stahl

RReessppoonnssee  ttoo  RReeqquueesstt  ffoorr  IIddllee  ZZoonnee  iinn
CCoonnkklliinn  BBaayy,,  LLaakkee  WWaawwaasseeee

Basis for Response
I have spent weekends the past 3 summers enjoying

Conklin Bay and Lake Wawasee.  I have a vested interest in
the outcome of this decision as it could negatively affect the
value of my property.  We also enjoy recreational boating in
Conklin Bay and the lake in general.  Finally, we want a
healthy lake that continues to be of recreational value to fish-
ermen and nature lovers as well as recreational boaters.
Conclusion

In examining the 28 page filing from WACF, they propose
a solution without definitively defining a problem. At various
times, water quality, loss of wetlands, fishing, and safety are
all listed as beneficiaries of making Conklin Bay an idle zone.
However, not one single time is the extent of any problem
defined. Additionally, there is no examination of available
alternatives to solve these undefined problems. And while
turning Conklin Bay into an idle zone seems to be a miracle
solution of sorts, there is no detail regarding the expected
benefits from such a move. These facts make the document
remarkably unprofessional and it is my expectation that it will
be summarily dismissed without consideration. It is incom-
prehensible that such a petition would be filed in its current
form considering the damaging outcomes to Indiana taxpay-
ers (Lake Wawasee owners) and boating enthusiasts. It really
appears this group’s strategy was to grab every emotion based
argument they could find and throw it at the DNR NRC
hoping something would stick.  
Problems with the Petition’s Conclusions, Methodology, and
Logic

1. Lacking science and meaningful statistics — There is
little discussion in the Petition of what is actually happening
with Conklin Bay and Lake Wawasee. In the JFNew portion

Letter to the DNR from Lake Resident Against Petition

Continued on page 11
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Letter To The DNR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Other groups that used the facilities during these years
included Baptists, Disciples of Christ and others. It is
certainly the peaceful, beautiful grounds and modern
facilities (at the time) that attracted so many to
Oakwood.

With the union of the Church of the United
Brethren in Christ and the Evangelical Church in
1946, Oakwood Park became a key center of activity in
the new E.U.B. Church.

In the years if 1956-57, camping had reached a high
point in development and interest. In 1956, 498
youngsters enrolled in the Junior Camps and 263 in
the Junior High Camps at Oakwood. It was stated in
the 1956 report of the Conference Director that
“Indiana Conference North is one of the pioneers in
the new camping program, consisting of one Christian
counselor and 6 or 7 children living together 24 hours
a day.” In 1966 the first camp for the Mentally
Retarded Child was held. In addition a program of
“campership” was initiated in which donors made it
possible for children in the neighborhood of the inner-
city mission center to attend one of the camps. When
one thinks of the hundreds of boys and girls participat-
ing in the camps and the hundreds of laymen and min-
isters providing leadership and growing as Christians as
well, one realizes that the record of the camping pro-
gram in which Oakwood played such a vital role is an
enviable one.

With the denominational merger of the E.U.B. and
Methodist Churches in 1968, the role of Oakwood
Park changed dramatically.  Several factors had an
influence: the close proximity of Epworth Forest at
Lake Webster; youth camp facilities at other sites; the
decline in participation of youth camps and confer-
ences; and the aging of Oakwood facilities, most
notably the hotel. After debating the problems for over
two decades, there evolved two “camps” within the
conference: one would make Oakwood an Adult
Education Center and Retreat, while the other would
sell the Park. Eventually the resulting compromise was
that the North Conference of the United Methodist
Church would “sell” the Park to an independent non-
profit foundation entitled “The United Methodist
Foundation for Adult Christian Ministries. Those indi-
viduals who have agreed to serve on the Foundation are
of like-mind in their vision and dedication to
Oakwood’s future.  In a report to the 1993 Annual
Conference, the group stated: “It seems significant that
this event (the transfer of ownership) should occur at
Oakwood’s Centennial Celebration. There was some-
thing vital envisioned by the founders of Oakwood
Park in 1893 and it continues on through the years . . .
we believe, for our conference that the blessings of
Almighty God will be upon Oakwood in the years to
come.”

In closing, it may be appropriate to note the diversi-
ty of groups that have found comfort on Oakwood’s
grounds.  Surely the founders, way back in 1893, could
never have envisioned the many and diverse ministries
that would come to experience Oakwood Park.

“Indeed, we can find no more appropriate conclu-
sion to this history than this testament to Oakwood’s
versatility and usefulness under the umbrella of those
who seek to serve the Almighty.”  

By James S. Hook, Editor, Oakwood Foundation 

of hotel, dormitories, cottages, tabernacle, chapel, din-
ing hall, walks, sea wall “fillings”, roads, taxes, superin-
tendent’s home, camp meetings, conventions and other
expenses. In May 1899, the park’s treasurer, William
Mertz, submitted his resignation because of the diffi-
culty in paying the park’s bills. He said he “found him-
self in a very embarrassing position when he was called
upon to act as treasurer and had nothing to act with”.
His resignation was accepted.

The Pioneer cottage, thought to be the oldest at
Oakwood, was erected perhaps as early as 1896, but no
later than 1900. The Deerport (next door to the
Pioneer) was built about 1900. At the time the
lakeshore was located such that the cottage’s owners
could tie up their boats right to their porches. In 1902
the lakeshore was dredged to make lagoons. Later the
lagoons were filled in and tennis courts were installed
as well as swings for a playground.

Interestingly, in 1905, a Mr. J.H. Evans was
instructed to ask the Conference to empower the park’s
Board of Trustees to sell Oakwood Park “if a good
opportunity presents itself and satisfactory arrange-
ments can be made with the cottage owners.”
Fortunately, most would agree, no such opportunity
presented itself and the motion to sell was eventually
rescinded by the Annual Conference in 1910. 

A 1913 brochure on the park lists these fees:
Rooms in the new dormitory with bed, 50 cents per

night.
Rookery, one room and 2 beds, $4 per week
Old Tents, $1 per week
Boarding at the dining hall, 25 cents per meal
All ministers, half price
The original tabernacle was destroyed by fire on

May 22, 1914. While the roof was being tarred, a tar
bucket was spilt and caught fire. Efforts began immedi-
ately to replace it with the memorable octagonal taber-
nacle, which was dedicated in August 1914.

The next hotel was built in 1926 and 1927 and
boasted a “spacious lobby, larger cafeteria seating 200
people, 63 guest rooms and screened porches above
and below on the lakeside and at the lobby entrance.”
In 1939 the Seager Worship Bowl was constructed in a
natural amphitheatre near Kimmel Hall (which appar-
ently was constructed sometime in the 1930’s) and
overlooking the lake. Many vesper services and prayer
services were held at this spot, and it is reported in the
conference history that many young people came to
accept Christ in this beautiful spot.

The use of Oakwood was not just limited to the
Evangelical Church. The General Convention of
Christian Education for the entire denomination held
three meetings here, the first in 1938. The auditorium
was remodeled in 1936 in order to have more room
and a larger platform area for that first convention.

I, Dave Lichtenauer, LakeViews, Editor, will be doing a
series of columns that feature local sites/venues/families of
interest to property owners, their guests and visitors when
they are at Lake Wawasee.

The History of the Indiana Conference North of the
Evangelical United Brethren Church notes that on
April 9, 1892, a committee was appointed by the
Indiana Evangelical Conference to find and purchase a
permanent camp meeting ground. By the following
spring, a 40-acre tract on the west shore of Lake
Wawasee, then known as “Conklin Hill”, was pur-
chased. Other sources refer to the site a “Conkling
Hill,” while the lake was also known as Turkey Lake
and as Nine Mile Lake.

The conference history reports that the land had
been used as a summer resort by “a class of people who
imbibed intoxicants frequently with consequent behav-
ior.” It was reported that the transfer of ownership to
the church group was well received by the local citizen-
ry and authorities.

Oakwood Park (or Oak Wood — two words — as it
was originally known) was purchased for $5,000. The
site consisted of a hotel, barn and icehouse. An undated
short history of the park states that the original hotel
was a wood frame structure located on top of the hill.
It was originally built in 1875 to accommodate
“resorters” from the B&O Railroad which ran through
Syracuse.

The first camp meeting, held in a large tent, took
place in August 1893. The tent was set on the hillside
to provide a sloping seating arrangement toward the
pulpit at the east end. This first structure was meant to
be temporary, but stood for three years until it was
destroyed in a windstorm. It was then that the associa-
tion worked in earnest to build a more permanent
building. The first tabernacle was finished in 1898 at a
cost of $1,500. All the labor was donated. Before the
first frame tabernacle was built, a frame dining hall
with kitchen was built where most everyone ate their
meals. The conference urged people to buy lots and
build large cottages to provide sleeping rooms.
Restrooms were provided by walkways over the water to
the small toilet buildings. This provision existed until
1909.

Meetings were well attended, but park and confer-
ence histories and records indicate that it was a con-
stant struggle to meet the financial needs of Oakwood
Park. From 1895 to 1923, the treasurer’s reports indi-
cate that nearly $98,000 was spent on the construction

Excerpts from Oakwood’s First Century 1893-1993

health of the lake.
• When those are known, a list of viable alternatives to

correct each individual problem can be examined and bal-
anced, thoughtful solutions can be implemented.

We should get started now with a solid plan focusing on
reliable and consistent data gathering techniques.

I can’t help but draw an analogy for what is being pro-
posed.  It is similar to your foot having a wart, an in-grown
toenail, athlete’s foot, and a broken bone. Instead of treating
these things individually and appropriately, you simply cut off
your foot. There is a better way.
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Calendar of Events for 2008
May 17 WPOA Board of Directors, HartleyÕs, Pier 390-D, 10 a.m.

June 14 WPOA Board of Directors, Public Meeting, Community Center, 9 a.m.

June 21 WPOA/SLA, Annual Family Breakfast, Community Center, 7:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

July 4 Syracuse Lake Association Fireworks, Lake Syracuse

July 5 WPOA Independence Day Fireworks, Lake Wawasee

July 12 WPOA Board of Directors, QuinnÕs, Pier 721, 9 a.m.

July 26 ÒSave the DateÓ, 1st Wawasee Home Tour by Sea & Land to support
WPOA Scholarship Fund/Community Service Award at Wawasee High School

August 9 Annual WPOA Dinner Meeting, Family Fishing Area

August 16 WPOA Board of Directors, SchummÕs, Pier 426-00, 9 a.m.

September 13 WPOA Board of Directors, FinchÕs, Pier 304, 9 a.m.
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