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AT THE HELM Ñ FALL 2007
Labor Day at the lake, and we are

missing it for the first time in years! This
year the Young/Spurgeon family is
spending this last lake holiday in San
Antonio Texas attending the wedding of
one of our nieces. It will be a great fami-
ly time, like many that have been spent
at Wawasee . . . just without the water.
The Òtexas girlsÓ as we like to call broth-
er TomÕs girls have enjoyed many sum-
mers at Wawasee also. In younger years
they would come and spend many weeks
here, getting out of the hot Texas weath-
er. In later years they spent the majority
of their summers at a Texas lake (Lake
LBJ). It seems that once lake living is in
your blood it does not matter much
what lake it is, just so it is a lake! This
did not stop them from planning at least
a week or more at Wawasee most sum-
mers, and this year was no exception.

In anticipation of being gone a boat
ride the night before we left, (who needs
time to pack) was in order since we
knew that by the time we got back the
evenings will be shorter and boat rides
will be fewer. It was a perfect night with
a beautiful setting sun and at the same
time a rising full moon, both over a
quiet lake that is starting its fall rest. A
flock of geese overhead heralded the fact
that the weather will soon be cooler.
Boats will be disappearing from the
piers, going into storage until next
spring and next the piers will be gone
and the lake takes on an entirely differ-
ent look, one of a more serene beauty
than in the summer months of boats
and jet skies buzzing around like bees.
In the fall you are more likely to see the
pontoons floating by quietly enjoying
the changing colors of the leaves.  It is a
great time to be at Wawasee!

It was a busy summer for all of us at
the WPOA. We enjoyed the annual
Family Breakfast with our SLA friends.
Once again the local Kiwanis Club pro-
vided a Òpancake breakfastÓ that not

only started the day out right but helped
them with local projects that they sup-
port. July saw one of the most spectacu-
lar fireworks shows yet! Anyone that did
not enjoy that night does not enjoy fire-
works! And in August we had a great
time at the annual dinner held at the
Family Fishing Area.

We also joined with the WACF in a
pubic meeting concerning the Conklin
Bay area. As many of you know the
WACF is looking at a proposed Òquiet
zoneÓ to protect the wetlands in that
area. The meeting was well attended,
lots of good discussion ensued and while
no decisions could be made we hope
that the WPOA involvement will help
to get the information to the people it
will effect the most, you our members.
The WPOA will continue to be an
avenue for information in this matter
and will keep you informed. At this
moment a petition has been sent to the
Department of Natural Resources by the
WACF. The process of official hearings,
fact finding, etc. is not expected to occur
until some time in 2008, this will not be
a quick process. Those of us at the
WPOA welcome your input as does the
WACF. The WPOA wants it members
to have the best information possible
before a decision is made on this project.
Each of you have a director in your
neighborhood, they need to know how
you feel about this and we look forward
to hearing from you as this progresses.

So while most of you will be soon
closing up your Wawasee homes there
are some of us that will be anticipating
the changing seasons, looking forward
Fall and then winter and the Òfrozen
tundraÓ of the lake . . . and the cycle will
begin all over at Wawasee . . .

I leave you this year with one of my
favorite sayings (it is on a towel in my
bathroom!). ÒIf you are lucky enough to
live at the lake you are lucky enough!Ó

Best wishes from us all at the WPOA

for a great winter
. . . see you in
the Spring!

This year has been very active for
WPOA. Thanks goes out to fifty plus
volunteers who passed out 2600
Neighbors Directories to people
attached to the lake. The data base was
updated to include neighbors never
before listed. The WPOA/SLA Family
Breakfast was a huge success. We served
over 350 people. The art festival, the
museum tour, and the fire department
display added to the gathering. The
WPOA Independence Day Fireworks
were fantastic to say the least. New light-
ed buoys placed around the barges
added to the safety of the display. The
Lake Patrol was active and very visible.
Locating patrol boats at various loca-
tions around the lake has made possible
a quicker response. The Annual Dinner
at the old Fish Hatchery area was the
answer to a perfect ÒMagical Sunset
EventÓ. The food was catered by the
Channel Marker which was the best
ever! Entertainment by Dick Stoner was
fun and the silent auction brought in a
lot of money for our Scholarship Fund.

I must say that it is a pleasure work-
ing with your hard working President
Kay Young and the Directors. They all
care about you and the lake. They have
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